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"The  danger  is  that  the  laws  will  per- 
sist just  because  they  are  so  ridiculous 
that  they  appear  to  most  citizens  to  be 
mere  flourishes.  The  Lusk  laws  certainly 
were  never  intended  for  general  and  im- 
partial enforcement.  But  let  us  not  de- 
ceive ourselvesi.  Senator  Lusk  is  on 
record  as  saying  that  while  men  and  wo- 
men as  citizens  may  advocate  peaceful 
changes  in  government,  "they  have  not 
the  right  to  do  it  while  they  subsist  on 
public  fimds" — not  even  by  peaceful 
means.  The  whole  underlying  idea  is 
that  teachers  are  to  be  intellectual  and 
moral  tools  of  the  status  quo  in  govern- 
ment; they  are  to  be  conservatives  even 
if  they  have  to  become  intellectual 
slaves,  cowards  and  hypocrites.  This  is 
the  real  issue  and  not  the  absurdities 
hatched  by  Senator  Lusk  and  the  dark 
powers  back  of  him." 
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nPHE  SO-CALLED  LUSK  LAWS  which 
-1.  are  deemed  objectionable  and  whose  re- 
peal, as  advocated  by  Governor  Smith  is 
now  sought,  are  Chapters  666  and  667  of  the 
Laws  of  1921.  They  grant  to  administrative 
othcials  objectionable  power  of  regulation  and 
control  over  mstruction  in  private  schools  and 
over  the  personal  opinions  and  beliefs  of  public 
school  teachers.  The  main  provisions  of  and 
objections  to  the  bills  are  as  follows: 

THE  TEACHERS  LAW 

'  I  ''HIS  ACT  adds  a  new  section  to  the  Edu- 
-■■      cation  Law  providing  that  every  teacher 
in  the  public  schools  shall  obtain  a  cer- 
tificate of  qualification  from  the  Commissioner 
ot  Education  certifying  that  he  or  she  is  of 
good  moral  character  and  is  loyal  and  obedient 
to  the  government  of  this   state  and   of  the 
United  States.     No  certificate  shall  be  issued 
except  after  examination  and  unless  it  appears 
that  the  applicant  has  not,  while  a  citizen,  ad- 
vocated a  form  of  government  other  than  the 
government  of  the  United   States  or  of  this 
state   and    has    not    advocated    governmental 
change  by  force,  violence  or  unlawful  means 
i\o  teacher  shall   be   employed  without   such 
certificate,  which  may  be  revoked  by  the  Com- 
missioner without  hearing. 

This  act  is  deemed  objectionable  upon  the 
following  grounds: 

1.  The  act  is  so  broad  that  it  disqualifies  a 
teacher  who  may  advocate  entirely  proper  and 
harmless  political  doctrines  which  to  be  made 
effective  may  happen  to  require  a  modification 
of  the  existing  forms  of  government.  It  means 
that     every     teacher     must     accept     existing 
torms  as  perfect  and  above  criticism.     It  fol- 
lows that  if  he  advocates  any  change  in  the 
^^'o'"^i.^°'''"^  he  ipso  facto  becomes  disloyal. 
2.  The  act  unjustly  discriminates  against 
teachers  as  a  class,  in  that  it  restricts  their 
freedom  of  political  opinion  and  makes  their 
qualifications   for  their   positions   depend   not 
only  upon  their  conduct  in  their  work  but  also 
upon  the  political  opinions  which  they  may  ex- 
press outside  the  classroom.     That  this  was 
intended  to  authorize  the  supervision  of  opin- 
ion expressed  outside  the  classroom  was  ad- 
mitted   by    Senator    Lusk   at    the    committee 
hearing   when    the   act    was    pending   in    the 
Legislature. 
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